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“It is difficult to separate the history of women’s 
rhetorics from the history of the struggle for women’s 
rights because the desire/demand for rights so often 
becomes the impetus for writing” –Ritchie and 
Ronald (xxii) 
 
“[W]hen you’re part of an early movement, like [Corin] 
was with Riot Grrrl—where she had to create a space 

for herself and for her audience, where every show felt like a statement, where before you could play and sing 
you had to construct a room, one you’d be respected in, wouldn’t get hurt in, a space that allowed for or even 
acknowledged stories that hadn’t been told before, about sexual assault, sexism, homophobia, and racism, and 
then, musically, you have to tear that very space down—there’s not a lot of room for joking around. There is a 
direness in the construction of safety, in the telling of theretofore untold stories.” –Carrie Brownstein, Hunger 
Makes Me a Modern Girl  
 
Instructor: Dr. Kerri Hauman 
Contact: 109 Mitchell Fine Arts // khauman@transy.edu // 859.281.3574 

Email is the best way to contact me. I regularly check email throughout the day until about 6 pm (less 
frequently on weekends). If you do not receive a response within 24 hours on weekdays or 48 hours on 
weekends, send a follow-up email or approach me in class about the issue. Please do not email me about 
grades. Because of privacy issues, professors are discouraged from corresponding with students about 
grades over email; all grade concerns should be addressed during office hours or by appointment. 

Office hours: You may request to meet with me virtually via Google Hangouts, and you may also 
meet with me in my office at any of the times listed below or by appointment: 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm 11 am – noon  

 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm 11 am – noon  

 
 
Course Description  
Aristotle is commonly referred to as the father of rhetoric, but what about rhetoric’s mothers—not to 
mention daughters, sisters, girlfriends, aunts? Women’s voices were long excluded or erased from the 
recording or telling of histories of rhetoric, but feminist rhetorical scholars have sought to re(dis)cover 
these women’s voices and to retell their stories. And more recently, feminist rhetorical scholars have 
pushed at the boundaries of gender and looked to explore what role feminist rhetorics might play in an 
increasingly digital and transnational world. This course considers a range of historical and 
contemporary views of feminist rhetorics—including texts from/about women and feminist rhetors as 
well as key texts about the development of the field—and asks students to contribute their own voices 
and scholarly work to these ongoing conversations.  
 
Course Goals  

• Explore and learn about the histories, theories, and practices of women and feminists 
• Build rhetorical theories regarding women and/or feminists  
• Build connections between your interests and interests of other scholars in feminist rhetorics to 

identify and position your scholarship and interests in relation to the larger field 
• Use recursive stages of inventing, drafting, peer reviewing, editing, and revising to produce 

and improve written work 
 
Required Texts/Materials 

• Ritchie, Joy and Kate Ronald, eds. Available Means: An Anthology of Women’s Rhetoric(s). 
Pittsburgh, U of Pittsburgh P, 2001. 

• Additional readings will be posted in Google Drive and/or linked in the schedule below 
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Assignments Due  Weight 
Participation throughout 15% 
Reading Responses  throughout 20% 
Lead Class once 20% 
Theory-Building Project finals  45% 

Proposal (5%) 
Annotated Bib (10%) 
Final Paper (20%) 
Poster-Style Presentation (10%) 

  
Short Project Descriptions 
Participation: To ensure productive class meetings (which lead to learning and growth), I expect you 
to be present, to have read assigned texts, and to participate in conversations and activities in class. 
Participation includes asking a good question, offering concise summary, sharing an insightful 
response, contributing to small group activities, actively listening, etc. Please be mindful not to 
monopolize conversation. Alternatively, please do not sit silently every day; this class runs best when 
all voices are heard. Those who are present but not participating will earn no more than a C for this 
portion of the final grade. 
 
Reading Response (RR): Reading Responses are intended to help you work out ideas and can be 
used toward drafting your TBP. See handout for more information about RRs. You may skip 1 RR 
without being penalized (consider it a “freebie”). 
 
Lead Class & Reflect/Assess: You and 2 other students will select a day to lead class. On the day you 
lead, you are responsible for having prepared an activity and discussion questions that relate to 
some/all of the readings for that day. You should email me presentation materials (e.g., Powerpoint 
slide, handout, activity directions, list of discussion questions) at least by 5 pm the day before you 
lead. See handout for more details. 
 
Theory-Building Project (TBP): Individually or collaboratively, you will complete a more in-depth 
research and theory-building project on a topic of your choosing that’s related to the course focus. For 
this project, you’re aiming for scholarship that might be presented at a conference or published in an 
academic journal (print- or digital-based). During finals week, you will give poster-style presentations 
of your project, and we will invite visitors from outside our class to attend. We will discuss the various 
stages of this assignment in more depth throughout the semester. 
 
Expectations 
I look forward to us all learning from each other this semester, and to help ensure a productive work 
environment, I have some general expectations: 

• Attend and participate in every class session. 
• Any use of technology in class should be only for class-related work. If you are using 

technology for other purposes or otherwise distracting me or other students, your participation 
grade will be lowered. 

• Make time to read and understand all assigned readings. Annotate them by highlighting key 
ideas/sections, writing questions or summaries in the margins, noting a reference to other 
texts or conversations, etc. This means having an app that allows you to annotate if you are 
accessing texts electronically. If you are having trouble understanding anything we read, 
communicate with classmates and/or me. I’m here to help, but I cannot read minds. 
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• Bring the appropriate texts to class each day (i.e., assigned readings). This means printing 
readings posted to Google Drive or bringing an electronic device (laptop, tablet, etc.) to access 
them in class.  

• Create and submit original, thoughtful, creative assignments on time. The only time I accept 
“late work” is if we have previously discussed this and arranged alternative due dates. 

• Take yourself and your classmates seriously—as writers, as researchers, as scholars. 
• Be respectful. This includes paying attention when others are speaking, reading others’ work 

carefully and thoughtfully, being considerate of other students’ feelings, using appropriate 
language (including people’s preferred names and pronouns), and making your points without 
being combative or confrontational. Disagreement with others’ ideas or statements is perfectly 
acceptable, even encouraged; that’s part of learning to think about and engage with the 
different ideas and worldviews around you. However, if you disagree with someone, explain 
why you disagree without attacking the person. Ask questions that will help you understand 
what a person means before you decide to counter what they are saying. However, do not 
ask/expect others to speak on behalf of a group (e.g., Muslims, women, bisexuals). I will not 
tolerate hateful, discriminatory language in the classroom, in your writing, or in any space 
related to our coursework. 

 
Attendance 
I expect you to be present and prepared for all classes. To ensure productive class meetings (which 
lead to learning and growth), I expect you to be present, to have read assigned texts, and to 
participate in conversations and activities in class. Missing class, arriving unprepared, or engaging in 
non-class related activities during class time may lower your final grade. If you are going to be out of 
town for a university-related event, are sick, or an extenuating circumstance arises, contact me in 
advance/as soon as possible so we can make alternative arrangements for your work. If you miss 
class, you are responsible for learning what you missed (find at least one classmate to swap phone 
numbers and/or email addresses with). Missing more than 6 classes will mean you cannot pass this 
course. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic integrity is central to the mission of this institution. Without honest effort, a learning 
community has no substance or validity. All students are expected to maintain the highest standards 
of academic honesty. No excuses will be accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act that 
suggests you have not fulfilled your academic responsibilities in this course. 
 
Safe, Productive Class Spaces 
• We all have different learning preferences, styles, and abilities. If you are having any trouble with 

course delivery methods or expectations, please let me know so we can determine how to best 
address the situation.  

• Any students with disabilities may request accommodations or discuss accessibility at 
Transylvania by contacting Brenda Dennis (bdennis@transy.edu), student affairs specialist and 
disability services coordinator. 

• Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights 
offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and support applied to offenses against other 
protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been 
harassed or assaulted, you can talk with any faculty member; with our Title IX coordinator, Ashley 
Hinton-Moncer (ahinton@transy.edu); with someone at Counseling Services (859.281.3682); 
and/or with Public Safety (859.233.8118).  
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Week 1 
1/12 Introductions to 

each other and the 
class 

Read: 
• Review syllabus and note any questions 
• “Introduction,” Walking Talking Feminist Rhetorics (pdf) 
• Introduction (AM) 
Write: Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the 
reading to share in class on Thursday  

1/14 Discuss readings 
and student-
selected passages 
and questions 

Read: 
• Jarratt, “Speaking to the Past: Feminist Historiography in 

Rhetoric” (pdf) 
• Ede, Glenn, and Lunsford, “Border Crossings: Intersections of 

Rhetoric and Feminism” (pdf) 
Write: RR 1 

Week 2 
1/19  Discuss readings 

and RR 1  
Read: 
• Glenn, excerpts from Rhetoric Retold pp. 1-57 (pdf) 
• Aspasia (AM) 
• Diotima (AM) 
Write: Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the 
reading to share in class on Thursday  

1/21 Discuss readings 
and student-
selected passages 
and questions 

Read: 
• Glenn, excerpts from Rhetoric Retold pp. 74-80 and 87-117 

(pdf) 
• Julian of Norwich (AM) 
• Margery Kempe (AM) 
Write: RR 2 

Week 3 
1/26 Discuss readings 

and RR 2 
Read: 
• Glenn, excerpts from Rhetoric Retold pp. 118-172 (pdf) 
• Queen Elizabeth I (AM) 
Write: Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the 
reading to share in class on Thursday 

1/28 Discuss readings 
and student-
selected passages 
and questions 
 
Read Adrienne 
Rich “The Burning 
of Paper Instead of 
Children” and 
discuss language 

Read: 
• Belinda (AM) 
• Mary Wollstonecraft (AM) 
• Cherokee Women (AM) 
• Moulder, “‘By Women, You Were Brought Forth into This 

World’: Cherokee Women’s Oratorical Education in the Late 
Eighteenth Century” (pdf)  

Write: RR 3 

Week 4 
2/2 Student-led 

Discussion 
 
Introduce TBP 

Read: 
• Campbell, “Introduction” from Man Cannot Speak for Her (pdf) 
• TBP sample paper 
Write: Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the 
reading to share in class on Thursday 

2/4 Discuss readings 
and student-

Read: 
• Campbell, “The Struggle for the Right to Speak” from Man 
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selected passages 
and questions 
 
TBP invention 
activity 

Cannot Speak for Her (pdf) 
• Maria W. Stewart (AM) 
• Sarah Grimké (AM) 
• Angelina Grimké Weld (AM) 
• Sojourner Truth (AM) 
Write: RR 4 

Week 5 
2/9 Student-led 

Discussion 
Read: 
• Fredlund, “Forget the Master’s Tools, We Will Build Our Own 

House: The Woman’s Era as a Rhetorical Forum for the 
Invention of African American Womanhood” (pdf) 

Write: Prepare 2-3 questions (and maybe comments) for Dr. 
Fredlund 

2/11 Skype with Dr. 
Fredlund 

Read: 
• Royster, “From this Fertile Ground: Formal Training in the 

Development of Rhetorical Prowess” (pdf) 
• Anna Julia Cooper (AM) 
• Fannie Barrier Williams (AM) 
• Ida B. Wells (AM) 
Write: RR 5 

Week 6 
2/16 Student-led 

Discussion 
Read: 
• Harding, “Introduction: Is There a Feminist Method” (pdf) 
• Collins, “The Speaker Respoken: Material Rhetoric as Feminist 

Methodology” (pdf) 
Write:  Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the 
reading to share in class on Thursday 

2/18 Discuss readings 
and student-
selected passages 
and questions 
 

Read: 
• Rawson, “Queering Feminist Rhetorical Canonization” (pdf) 
• Wu, “Historical Studies of Rhetorical Women Here and There: 

Methodological Challenges to Dominant Interpretive 
Frameworks” (pdf)  

Write:  RR 6 
Week 7 
2/23 Student-led 

Discussion  
 
Discuss tracing 
online circulation 
activity 

Read: 
• Queen “Transnational Feminist Rhetorics in a Digital World” 

(pdf) 
• McKee and Porter “Rhetorica Online: Feminist Research 

Practices in Cyberspace” (pdf) 
Write: 
• Begin tracing online circulation of feminist issue 
• Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the reading 

to share in class on Thursday 
2/25 Discuss readings 

and student-
selected passages 
and questions 

Read: 
• Haraway, “Situated Knowledges” (pdf) 
• Calafell, “Rhetorics of Possibility: Challenging the Textual Bias 

of Rhetoric through the Theory of the Flesh” (pdf) 
• hooks, “Theory as Liberatory Practice” (pdf) 
Write:  RR 7 

Week 8 
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3/1 Discuss readings 
and RR 7  
 
Small-group work 
with TBP ideas 
Discuss Proposal 
assignment and 
sign up for small-
group conferences 

Read: 
• Cixous, “The Laugh of the Medusa” (pdf) 
• Cixous (AM) 
Write: 
• Be prepared to share what you learned from the tracing online 

circulation activity 
• Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the reading 

to share in class on Thursday 

3/3 Discuss readings 
 
Discuss tracing 
online circulation 
activity 

Read: 
• Donawerth, “Conversation and the Boundaries of Public 

Discourse in Rhetorical Theory by Renaissance Women” (pdf) 
• Foss and Griffin, “Beyond Persuasion: A Proposal for an 

Invitational Rhetoric” (pdf) 
Write:  RR 8 

Week 9 
3/8 Discuss readings 

and RR8  
Write: Prepare for small group conference:  
1. Post a complete draft of your proposal to your group’s shared 

Google Drive folder at least 24 hours before your conference 
2. Post responses to group members’ drafts 
3. Be prepared to discuss and take notes during your conference 

3/10 NO CLASS—
Proposals/small 
group conferences 

Read: all from AM 
• Adrienne Rich 
• Combahee River Collective 
• Merle Woo  
• Gloria Anzaldua  
• Trinh T. Minh-ha  
• Nancy Mairs  
• Minnie Bruce Pratt  
• Nomy Lamm  
Write: RR 9 

Week 10 
3/15 Spring Break  
3/17 Spring Break  
Week 11 
3/22 Discuss readings 

and RR9 
Read: 
• Glenn, “Silence: A Rhetorical Art for Resisting Discipline(s)” 

(pdf) 
• Audre Lorde (AM) 
• Rich, “Cartographies of Silence” (pdf) 
Write:  
• RR 10 (make choice: can do with these readings or with 

readings listed on 3/24, 3/29, or 3/31)  
• Complete Annotated Bibliography to submit by class time on 

Thursday 
3/24 Annotated Bibs 

Due 
 
Discuss readings 
and RR 10 

Read: 
• Lane, “Feminist Rhetoric in the Digital Sphere: Digital 

Interventions & the Subversion of Gendered Cultural Scripts” 
http://adanewmedia.org/2015/11/issue8-lane/  

• Loza, “Hashtag Feminism, #SolidarityIsForWhiteWomen, and 
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the Other #FemFuture”  
http://adanewmedia.org/2014/07/issue5-loza/  

• Check out www.hashtagfeminism.com 
Write: 
• Hashtagfeminism is a bit defunct; what online conversations are 

you following? 
• Prepare 2-3 questions (and maybe comments) for conversation 

with Liz Lane 
Week 12 
3/29 Skype with Liz 

Lane 
Read: 
• Goldberg, “Feminism’s Toxic Twitter Wars” 

http://www.thenation.com/article/feminisms-toxic-twitter-wars/  
• Grose, “Is ‘Toxic’ Online Culture Paralyzing Feminism?” 

http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2014/01/31/_toxic_twitter_
wars_is_online_culture_paralyzing_feminism.html  

• Sawyer, “‘All in Together Girls’: Black Women Make Online 
Community, Not War, Over Beyoncé and Feminism”  
http://cwshrc.org/newwork2015/sawyer.html 

Write: Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the 
reading to share in class on Thursday 

3/31 Student-led 
Discussion 

Read: 
• Syme, “Selfie: The Revolutionary Potential of Your Own Face, 

In Seven Chapters” https://medium.com/matter/selfie-
fe945dcba6b0#.dsdhndngt 

Write: Continued work toward draft of TBP 
Week 13 
4/5 Student-led 

Discussion  
 

Read: 
• Greenhouse, “How to Provoke National Unrest with a Facebook 

Photo” http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/how-to-
provoke-national-unrest-with-a-facebook-photo  

• Salem, “Femen Strikes in Tunisia—the Case of Amina”  
http://muftah.org/femen-strikes-in-tunisia-the-case-of-
amina/#.VpAprjbhN90  

• Chamseddine, “‘FEMEN’ and the Suppression of Native Voices”  
http://mondoweiss.net/2013/04/suppression-native-voices  

• Choose one of the articles listed in Chamseddine’s “Responses 
to FEMEN by women of colour, others” list 

Write: Complete a draft of your TBP to peer review on Thursday 
and submit to your group’s Google Drive folder 

4/7 Peer review TBP 
drafts 
We will not meet 
as a class because 
Dr. Hauman is at a 
conference; 
arrange time/place 
to meet with your 
peer review group 

Read: 
• Shome, “Transnational Feminism and Communication Studies” 

(pdf) 
• Dingo, “Turning the Tables on the Megarhetoric of Women’s 

Empowerment” (pdf) 
Write: RR 11 
Consider scheduling a time to meet with Dr. Hauman to discuss 
your TBP draft 

Week 14 
4/12 View Mardi Gras: Read: 
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Made in China • McKinnon, “Essentialism, Intersectionality, and Recognition: A 
Feminist Rhetorical Approach to Audience” (pdf) 

• Hedge, “Global Makeovers and Maneuvers: Barbie’s Presence 
in India” (pdf) 

Write: Indicate a key passage and/or question from/about the 
reading to share in class on Thursday; ideally, connect Mardi Gras 
to our readings 

4/14 Discussions of 
transnational 
feminist rhetoric 
readings and film 

Write/do: Complete TBP and prepare for presentation 

Finals 
Friday, April 22 9-11 am: Final presentations 


